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Special Issue: Preface

Journalism in the Digital Age

Francis L. F. LEE

Abstract

Over the past two decades, how new media technologies impinge upon the
production, distribution, reception, and social circulation of news has
constituted one of the most important topics for both journalism scholars and
practitioners alike. From the popularization of the Internet in the early 1990s to
the rise of “smartphones” and social media over the past few years, the
communication environment in contemporary societies has been continually
reshaped. The changes challenge the norms, practices, and even the very
survival of conventional journalism. This special issue brings together four
articles addressing the challenges and opportunities brought about by new
media technologies to the practice of journalism in mainland China, Taiwan,
and Hong Kong. In this foreword, the overall topic of “journalism in the digital
age” is put into historical perspective. It is emphasized that the impact of new
media technologies on journalism should be understood in terms of the mutual
shaping among technologies’ affordance, the journalistic institutions, and the
social context at large. The discussion also offers preliminary observations and
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comments regarding the differences among the development of online
journalism in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, thus highlighting the comparative
dimension underlying the special issue.
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