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Abstract

In China, the media in different regions have formed different local media
systems sharing different media cultures and news operation standards. These
local media systems have become a very important political resource for urban
contention and have shaped the latter. Previous literature about the relationship
between media and social protests ignore the local media system as an important
variable. Using case studies, content analysis, and in-depth interviews as research
methods, this paper draws upon the theory of social network to describe the
special news production mechanism in Guangzhou during urban contention. The
research finds that in a well-developed local media system, different local media
organizations share similar media cultures and news operation standards, which
urge them to compete with and learn from each other, and to actively mobilize
their social connections with media organizations and journalists nationwide and
worldwide to report on the local protests. By doing so, the local media system
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has successfully made local urban contention a hot issue in the different arenas of
public opinion including local, national, and international, thus avoiding the local
government’s propaganda censorship. One argument put forward in this paper is
that the local media systems have become a very important political resource for
urban contention in China, which influences the outcomes of urban contention.
Also, in the process of interacting with urban contention, the local media systems
enhance their publicness and autonomy from local control.

Keywords: local media system, urban contention, journalist network, arenas of
public opinion
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