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Visual Politics and Taiwan

Li-Hsin KUO

Abstract

This essay examines how visual culture has changed from the humanism
of the rebellious photography in the 1970s, to the sentimentalism as expressed
on television, in films and even documentaries produced in recent years. These
sentimental programs are humanistic but apolitical. The rise of sentimentalism
is global, yet connected to the specific historical context of Taiwan. Mainstream
documentaries and their sentimental images, the author argues, are apolitical
and serving the interests of the status quo.
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