Published by The Chinese University Press

CEF ALY - (52) 5181 (2011) © 157-192

HREFENBE / FFH A AL
—— (A P SR [ 25 A\ SRR O -RBE OK
B

RIFEMR

HE

AMAKB KGR HNERLALEF O FROKGHBME - T
REREFRBRE/ RO E 38— FRF LRkt £
RV ERREFRBGIIE/ FF ORI ST ARG M A4
BT 2 XEAT E AR E RHLAR 2

FRERBER  BREFRBFORRR ATH YL TAH G
" HR T VAAE A B E oo i3 SE4F & $1 Oku 3k 3] 49 B K 4F % £ Karaoke Coffee
Shop Z A RN ERAR EWHE  RFBEEABELANTBX 0 $ A
PG BAERBERAHEREGEA  BAME o AR R TG
FHOKGZF &K HARBEEZREFARI  TZTATHERARER
HF mA—MEARER  EANARE R THRGARE o

M UREEREA BE/RERHE - FEOK - ZAKRIIL
REBN > BEE A KERRES MRV ET o PR BR

% - SR A AR UL BESE ~ VERIAF ST - RO HEER o TR

tswu@nuu.edu.tw



158

Communication & Society, 18 (2011)

The Local Culture Study of the Hakka Elderly
Spectacle/Performance: An Observation of
Karaoke Performance at the MiaoLi Gongguan
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Abstract

According to data from official Taiwanese statistics from 2008, the total
number of elderly people in the country then was 2.42 million, or
approximately 10.4% of the total population. Further, the percentage of elderly
people in the total population is projected to increase every year in the future.
It is estimated that the percentage of elderly people will reach 20.1% by 2025,
at which time Taiwan will become a super-aged society. In other words, the
elderly population will become a very important part of Taiwan’s population in
the future, so it is necessary for academic researchers to take more time to
understand the subculture of elderly people.

In this study, we chose the performance of karaoke as a starting point for
studying the subculture of elderly people in Taiwan, because karaoke is a
popular leisure activity for many elderly Taiwanese people. In fact, karaoke is
not just a kind of material media; it is also a specific regional or ethnic cultural
practice. In this study, in order to understand the impact of regional and ethnic
cultural practices, we chose the MiaoLi Gongguan Community Center to be
our observation field and interviewed 14 elderly karaoke performers. MiaoLi
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County is a region populated largely by Hakka people, so it is a good site from
which to observe the influence of regional and ethnic culture.

In this study, we tried to understand the elderly Hakka Spectacle /
Performance subculture as demonstrated by singing karaoke and to explore
further the meaning and identity associated with these performances. We will
also compare the differences between elderly Hakka people and other groups in
their karaoke performance.

The research results revealed that elderly Hakka people usually live in a
situation that is full of karaoke; it is pervasive in their homes, on buses, and at
community centers. They are narcissistic about their performance, which can
be described as a part of a circle of spectacle-narcissism-spectacle. In addition,
the karaoke performances of elderly Hakka people are more traditional and
serious than those of other groups. The boundary between performer and
audience is very clear. All performances are individual ones. For these elderly
Hakka people, the meaning of singing karaoke is not found in relieving stress
or getting collective support, but instead as a manifestation of the self. Singing
karaoke is a way for them to show their singing ability to others.

Singing folk songs is a part of traditional Hakka culture, and there are
many folk song competitions held in Taiwan every year. It is a matter of great
honor for the Hakka people to sing a song well or to win a prize in a singing
competition; this carries over into their perception of the importance of singing
well when performing karaoke.

With the above in mind, the performance features demonstrated by elderly
Hakka people are totally different from those of Japanese women at karaoke
coffee shops and younger Taiwanese on KTV. Unlike the elderly Hakka
people’s traditional and serious performance styles, these Japanese women and
younger Taiwanese performances are more diverse and collective; for example,
sometimes they revise the lyrics, or several people sing a song together. For
most of them, karaoke is just for fun, or a way to get collective support, so it is
not so important if the performer sings well or not.

Keywords: elderly Hakka people, Spectacle/Performance paradigm, elderly
subculture, singing karaoke, community center
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