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Rumor as Social Protest

HU Yong

Abstract

Rumor has several controversial functions in new media events. This paper
takes a theoretical analysis approach to study how Chinese researchers stress
the false, unverified, and defamatory nature of rumor, with a special focus on
the ways researchers’ emphasis on motivational factors tend to demonize
rumors. This paper points out the role of rumor as a social protest in various
new media events. The paper further contends that a careful examination of the
definitions of rumor and its social contexts will help form an alternative view
that challenges the official story and questions the authorities of mainstream
media.

Keywords: new media event, rumor, social protest
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